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1st Midlothian (Gorebridge) Scouts and leaders which was taken
at the Burns Resurrection club event held at the Corn Exchange
in Edinburgh on 21st January celebrate Homecoming.

Explorers plan
for Gibraltar

Explorer Scouts from Midlothian and Blackford
Districts are taking part in a trip to Gibraltar in the
Summer. They are fundraising by bag packing and
selling a fun quiz which is available from any person
going priced £2.

Whilst over there, they plan to do many fun activities
as well as a community related activity. Plans are
also afoot to keep people up to date on a blog!

Explorers to go
to Malaysia

In the summer of 2009 around 40 Scout members
from the South East Region of Scotland will travel to
Malaysia. They will spend a month there, working

together with local Scouts on two development
projects. The participants will be aged 15-20 and are
supported by an experienced leader team.

Brian Moretta Expedition Leader and Assistant
Regional Commissioner (Explorer Scouts) said:

“As well as providing benefits to communities in
Malaysia, the Scouts who participate will gain hugely
their involvement in this project. The international
family of Scouting gives them the chance to learn
about other communities from the inside and to grow
significantly. The phrase “trip of a lifetime” can be
overused, but | have no doubt that it genuinely
applies to the opportunity that these young people
have here.”

More information is available from:
http://www.southeastscotlandscouts.org.uk/
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A Midlothian District Camp was recently held for
Scouts at Borthwick Scout Campsite, where around
40 got to grips with some Scouting skills.

During the weekend the Scouts passed the Outdoor
Challenge, Creative Challenge, Global Challenge,
Athletes, Pioneer and Emergency Aid 1 Activity
badges.

At the camp a number of Explorer Scouts also helped
run the activities and pass on their Skills as well as
the Leaders. The camp was organised by the ADC
(Scouts) Brian McGuff.
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Beavers Scottish
Challenge Badge

Have your Beavers taken part in the Scottish Beaver
Challenge badge?

If not, why not? The Scottish Challenge Badge
supplements the existing Beaver programme and is
available from Scottish Headquaters. The Criteria is
available from here, or by contacting Scottish HQ.
http://www.scouts-
scotland.org.uk/upload/file/Beavers/Beaver_challeng
e_badge_criteria.pdf

Cub Focus

The Cub Section in Midlothian is Growing! That’s the
finding of the initial Census returns for this year. The
challenge, | (with your help) now have is to ensure its
growth in the coming year.

In the coming month, | will be scheduling a meeting
for all leaders in Midlothian, to bringing you up to
date with the developments in the section and yes,
seeing what events we can organise for the section.

The lack of a district activity in recent times, hasn’t
meant that Cubs haven’t been active, far from it! Just
before Christmas | visited both Cub Packs in
Penicuik who had attended the Edinburgh Gang
Show, around 50 had travelled by public transport to
the Kings Theatre and then returned to the hall for a
sleepover. | tried singing on a computer game, | wont
be applying for X Factor, everyone will be relieved!!

The 12" Midlothian (St Johns) from Dalkeith took part
in a clean up of the local walkway at Eskbank as part
of their badge work. They even got their photograph
in the Midlothian Advertiser!

I'll be in touch with everyone from the Cub Section
soon.

Richard Fairbairn
Assistant District Commissioner (Cub Scouts)
richard@midlothianscouts.com

Retrospective
Disclosures

It is now 7 years since the introduction of Disclosure
Scotland checks and 5 years since the Protection of
Children (Scotland) Act 2003 was implemented.

Scottish Headquarters made a policy decision based
on the requirements of the law, that all leaders and
trustees who have yet to have a disclosure, have one
completed by the end of April 2009. Primarily this
effects long standing leaders who have never had a
disclosure, and Executive committee members.

Adults who we are aware of, that this directly effects
will be written to shortly with full details.

World Scout Jamboree -
UK Contingent Support
Team applications

The application process has begun to join the UK
Contingent Support Team for the 22nd World Scout
Jamboree in Sweden.

Full details of the application process and an
application form are available online at
www. scouts.org.uk/cst2011. The deadline is 9am on
Friday 13th March 20009.

If you have any questions, please contact Jon Bell of
the UK Contingents Team on 0208 433 7147.

CENS-LESS

Midlothian Network are once again running Cens-
less for Explorer Scouts from around Scotland. This
years camp is being held at Bonaly Outdoor Centre,
Edinburgh between 27" — 29" March 2009.

CeNs-LeSs is now in its 4th year and has developed
each year to become one of the key camps for
Explorer Scouts in the annual calendar. First set up
to show that there are more Explorers out there than
registered on the census (hence the name and
spelling!) it was also designed to be taken on the
road, taking the camp to the Explorers, not the other
way about. With a good blend of activities and let
your hair down fun it is a great experience for all.
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Full booking details about Cens-less 2009 are
available from www.cens-less.org.uk or from your
Explorer Scout Leader.

Scouts encouraged
to take part in Earth
Hour

EARTH HOUR

At 8:30pm on 28th March, towns and cities across
the world will turn off their lights for one hour as part
of WWF's Earth Hour initiative, which aims to
sending a powerful global message that it's possible
to take action on global warming.

The World Organisation of the Scout Movement are
supporting the campaign and are encouraging
Scouts across the world to get involved. There are
many ways that the Scouts can support Earth Hour in
2009, from turning out the lights in buildings on the
night through to spreading Earth Hour messaging
and emissions targets to everyone in the community.
For more information on the Scouts and Earth Hour,
visit http://www.scout.org/EarthHour

Please let SHQ know about any plans your Group
has for Earth Hour by emailing david@scouts-

scotland.org.uk.

Funding available for
Scotland in Focus

Young Scot is calling for applications to fund projects
that will enhance the environment and appearance of
urban areas and neighbourhoods around the country.

Scotland in Focus has been created to encourage
young people in Scotland to identify and improve the
places that are important to them. Areas that have
been neglected, affected by litter, vandalism, or
would benefit from projects such as community
gardens will be considered for funding.

Applications should consist of photography of the
chosen area, a brief description of how the site will
be improved an how much money is required for the
project. Submissions should be made through the
website where visitors will be able to rate individual
projects. High ranking entries will be considered and
successful applications will receive the requested
funding allowing them to turn their plans into reality.

For more information, contact Young Scot on 0808
801 0338 or visit www.scotlandinfocus.org.

Borthwick Scout
Campsite

Borthwick Campsite, Currie Bridge About 10
miles south of Edinburgh in a sheltered
valley surrounded by mixed woodland and
farmland. Suitable for Group or Sectional
camps of supervised and experienced
campers.

Campsite facilities:

1 Hut (60 x 30ft) suitable for wet weather
1 Onsite toilets / water
1 Camping
1 Campfire circle
Location: Map Sheet 66, Ref 598371

For further information
Contact the wardens:
Eric & Carol Nethery,
01875 820579
borthwick@midlothianscouts.com
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COMPASS

BACK WITH A
VENGANCE!!!

Please send you Photographs and
Articles to:

richard@midlothianscouts.com

(Post to: Richard Fairbairn, 12 Pinewood Road, Mayfield, Dalkeith EH22 5JB)
Newsletter Deadlines:
May Edition — 23" April 2009
July Edition — 23" June 2009

September Edition — 23" August 2009
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